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Delegation from Morley in Yorkshire enjoy a visit to
Dartmouth Park

On Tuesday 11 May, a delegation from Morley in Yorkshire paid a visit to West Bromwich's Dartmouth Park, 123
years after a previous delegation had visited the Park in 1887. The first group had been invited by the 5th Earl of
Dartmouth to visit the Park to appreciate the difficulties of landscape gardening in smoky industrial areas. The 5th
Earl had gifted land for a park in Morley, just as he had gifted land for a park in West Bromwich.

Our guests from Morley included ClIr Joe Tetley and members of Morley Community Archive. They were welcomed in
West Bromwich Town Hall by the Mayor of Sandwell, Clir Geoff Lewis, and Deputy Mayor, ClIr Joy Edis, together with
council officials and members of the Friends, including 'Blind' Dave Heeley and his wife, Deb.

Committee member, Anne Wilkins, had produced a wonderful display of regalia and memorabilia relating to the first
Mayor of West Bromwich and the Earls of Dartmouth. Following a brief tour of the Town Hall, the visitors were taken
to Sandwell Park Farm for lunch, where they were shown archive footage of the park, by the Friends' Social

Historian, Mark Barrett. After lunch there was a tour of the farm's Kitchen Garden, followed by a walk in Dartmouth
Park where we were joined by members of the Friends group. This walk was led by John R Satchwell, Project Officer
for the Restoration, who updated us on the restoration work. Everyone returned to the farm for afternoon tea, and a
celebratory cake to commemorate the visit was cut by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandwell and ClIr Joe Tetley
from Morley.

The visitors very much enjoyed their day in West Bromwich and have been invited back to attend Dartmouth Park's
opening ceremony in 2012. The 10th Earl of Dartmouth has promised to open the newly restored park.

The Mayor of Sandwell sharing a joke with Malcolm who is Member Graham Saunders chats to one of our guests from Morley
giving our guests a tour of the Kitchen Garden. whil st theyodre being shown the restore
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Wonderful historic regalia on show in West Bromwich Town Hall

These photographs show a tiny selection of the wonderful
display of ceremonial regalia and memorabilia Anne Wilkins
assembled at West Bromwich Town Hall for the Friends' visitors
from Morley.

The photograph top left shows the robe and chain worn by the
first Mayor of West Bromwich, Reuben Farley. The chain was
given to the Borough by the 5th Earl of Dartmouth. The
photograph top right is the Freedom of the Borough Casket
donated by the 6th Earl of Dartmouth, and the photograph on
the left is the official Mace donated by Reuben Farley. The key
was handed over at a ceremony to mark the opening of the
new Council Chamber in 1924, and the wooden replica of the
Borough Arms dates back to 1882.

Annual General Meeting held in the Town Hall on the 22 April 2010

Our Chairman, Nigel Slater, opened the AGM by thanking

the members for their support throughout the year, and

JDYH D UHSRUW RQ VRPH RI WKH JURXSYV DFKLHYHPHQWYV
including Picnic in the Park held last July, which

unfortunately had coincided with the wettest day of the

summer, but was still well attended. He said one of our

JUHDWHVW VXFFHVVHV KDV EHHQ WKH p6SRQVRU D 5RVH 6FKHPHT
which has seen us plant five rose beds in Lloyd Street,

together with the sixth rose bed planted to

commemorate members of the armed forces who have

died in recent conflicts. The money for the sixth bed was

raised by a very successful Sponsored Walk on Armistice

Day, and the special plague commissioned for this rose

bed will be unveiled on the 14 July. An important aspect

of the AGM was the members vote agreeing to a new

constitution more appropriate for our needs.

Following the business of the afternoon, the members
were entertained by George Salter Collegiate who
showcased their performing Arts Department, Anne
Wilkins gave a brief talk about the history of the Town

Hall, and David Brown updated the members on the
progress of the restoration.

Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir rounded off the
afternoon in style with a selection of rousing songs.

M for our Quarterly Meeting at 7.30pm
on Thursday 17 June at All Saints Church. We are to
be given a tour of the church and a presentation on
the West Bromwich Paupers by Brian and Moreen
Wilkes




