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Thank you for your support fi over £1,000 raised from our sponsored
walk on Armistice Day
Report on Pages 3 and 4

cert

Chairman, Nigel, welcomed the audience and thanked them for their support during the year, especially those who

attended the Armistice Day Event, which raised over £1,000 and has enabled us to buy 200 roses for a bed to
commemorate soldiers who have lost their lives in recent conflicts. The monies raised will also go towards a suitably
inscribed plaque for the rose bed, and Nigel presented a
Remembrance Fund©6.

Alfie the Black Country Poet started the entertainment with his very humorous poems, and this was followed by Dreamz
Gospel Choir singing a cappella, beautifully, because unfortunately their music system failed. They were followed by
Young Dreamz with a very energetic programme of songs. After the interval the Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir
took over and sang some old standards and Christmas Carols, then the audience joined in some favourite Carols.

The following photographs give you a flavour of the event, with the photograph on the right showing Florrie Johnson,
Joyce Brown (nee Jones) and June Carroll (nee Woodhall) reunited after many years. They spent their childhood as
neighbours living in the Gregory Street cottages right next to the main entrance to the park, and had lots to catch up on.

The first part of Junebés childhood memories appeared iin ¢t}
members of the Friends' Group had read the article and wanted to get in touch. 2 | 4;
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Maisie It is with sadness that we announce the passing of a regular park userd
Maisie. She was owned by our Chairman, Nigel Slater, and his wife Sue who
is a committee member. Mai si e joined Nicg
age of 7 weeks and died peacefully at home on 13 November at the grand
old age of 17 years and one month. She enjoyed the park almost every day
of her long life whatever the weather conditions, and especially liking it on a

windy day, l oving to run around barking
other Border Collies. In her younger days Maisie was a Competitive
Obedi ence dog, but she decided to retire

of it! Her sister, Alice, won the Obedience Championships at Crufts in 2002,
but Sue says under Maisiebds black and whi

Maisie was much loved and will be greatly missed by Nigel, Sue and their
current collies (Sian, Ruby and Conor). The picture on the left was taken
outside O0The Lodgeddd carbbotu tt hle2 byeedasr sl caogko | 0\

SPONSOR A ROSE SCHEME

Friday 27 November was a bright but cold day for the gardeners to

plant two more rose beds with roses purchased through the

Sponsor a Rose Scheme. Committee members Annette, Betty,

Mar garet, and Sue and Friends6 member, Rita Gibson, tackled
job of attaching the numbered labels to the roses. The last two

beds, which includes the rose bed in memory of members of the

Armed Forces who have lost their lives in recent conflicts, will be

planted at 10 o0odéclock on Friday 11 December and 6Bl indé Dave
be attending. Please do come along and support the event, there

might even be a mince pie available!

Restoration Update

As 2009 draws to a close we will soon be entering one of the most exciting periods
in the history of Dartmouth Park. January 2010 will see the start of the first major
phase of the project. This phase will include the improvements and restoration
works to the Main Avenue, the entrances into the park, and the boundary walls and
railings. Later in the year construction of the new pavilion will commence, followed
by work to the northern area of the park which wil!l include
playground and the skateboard park, and then the southern area of the park which
will include the lakes. The restoration of the park will be complete by the summer
of 2012.

The Friends of Dartmouth Park have been instrumental in driving the restoration
project forward and |16d |ike to thank|you all for your hard
dedication. | 6 m confi dent that through the clontinued partnership wi
Dartmouth Park, Sandwell MBC and the Heritage Lottery Fund we can restore
Dartmouth Park back to its former glory and give the people of Sandwell a visitor
destination that they can truly be proud of.

. . Joe Johnson in his England Stri
Visitor Survey s Eng P

Thus far the response to the 2009/10 Dartmouth Park visitor survey has been Joe Jofgnson » W%\ﬁ] @nd

excellent and 16d |ike to thank all thoSe peo .
guestionnaire. England Footballer, and his

family ran the Refreshment

The survey has generated some interesting information. Safety remains a concern | Rooms in Dartmouth Park for

and we will be looking to address this through securing the site (boundary walls over 30 years. | &m
and railings) and then with additional staff presence within the park (Park Manager
and Rangers). However, we will continue to work closely with the police to ensure
that we can improve the perception of safety within Dartmouth Park.

have r1 €

many Friendsd Group
remember the family very well,
and in the next issue of the

Most visitors rated the overall impression of Dartmouth Park as good. This is an newsletter we begin the story of
improvement on the previous visitor survey where the overall impression was rated | the happy years they spent at
as fair. With the commencement of the restoration project and the continued
support and work of the Friends Group it is now our aim to raise the overall
impression of the park to excellent.

John R Satchwell, Project Manager

the centre of the social life of
West Bromwich from 1945 to
1976.




