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Two historic parks 126 miles apart, but with one thing in common  
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The group were surprised to learn that there was another park with the same name as theirs in Morley, 
Leeds.  On further investigation it was discovered that the 5

th
 Earl of Dartmouth had given land for both 

parks.  The Dartmouth family were land owners and employers in both areas of the country and great 
benefactors to the local inhabitants of those areas.  West Bromwichôs Dartmouth Park was opened in 1878 
by the 5

th
 Earl, and he cut the first sod of Morleyôs Park in 1888.  The Earl kept a close eye on the 

development of the park and invited a deputation from Morley to visit West Bromwich so that they could 
appreciate the difficulties of landscape gardening in smoky areas.  He also donated trees from his Sandwell 
Estate to the Morley Park. 
 
We got in touch with Morley Community Archive to ask for information on their park, and 122 years after the 
deputation from Morley had visited West Bromwich, the Friends of Dartmouth Park were invited to Morley to 
visit their Dartmouth Park.  The visit took place on Tuesday 1 September and Members of the Friends were 
joined by the Deputy Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr Joy Edis, Council Officials from the Parks and Countryside 
Service, Landscape Architects, Sandwell Communities Unit and Sandwell Archive Service. 
 

We were welcomed to Morley by the Mayor of Morley, Cllr Shirley 
Varley, a number of Morley councillors, including the Lord Mayor of 
Leeds, Leeds City Parks Department Officials, and members of Morley 
Community Archive.  There was a reception in Morley Town Hall, 
followed by a presentation and lunch before departing for a tour of 
Morleyôs parks.  Their Dartmouth Park is a smaller more formal park 
than ours and has beautiful flower beds, a play area, tennis courts and, 
to the delight of the visitors from West Bromwich, a bandstand, erected 
in 2000, which is used for regular very well attended Sunday Concerts. 
This made us determined to lobby for a Band Stand in our Park, as the 
restoration plans at present include a óPerformance Areaô rather than a 
permanent structure.  We returned to the Town Hall and were given a 
tour of the beautiful Grade I listed building by Cllr Joe Tetley, before 
being treated to afternoon tea. 
 
We learned much from the Councillors of Morley on how they are 
successfully ensuring that the town retains its identity whilst still moving 
with the times, and an invitation was extended to our hosts to visit 
Dartmouth Park in West Bromwich in spring 2010, which they gladly 
accepted. 
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A visitor from Canada relives his memories of living in  

Dartmouth Park  

Lawrence Stewart and his wife Jill have lived in Canada for twenty 
years and whilst visiting West Bromwich this September they decided 
to call in at Dartmouth Park, where Lawrence lived for many years.  
Through his wifeôs uncle, Ivan Walker, he had learned that Betty 
Finney, whom he remembered with great fondness, still lived in the 
Park, and Lawrence asked Ivan if a meeting might be arranged so that 
he could discuss old times with Betty, whose husband Bill had worked 
with Lawrenceôs father Jock for many years in West Bromwichôs  
Parksô Department.       

It was a glorious sunny autumn day and the park looked splendid 
when Lawrence, Jill, Ivan and Ivanôs niece, Sue Whitehouse, walked 
through the park gates and were warmly welcomed by Betty, who was 
delighted to meet Lawrence after so many years.  Over afternoon tea 
the memories came flooding back helped by many old photographs 
and everyone began to relive the happy days spent in the park.                                

Lawrence was born in Glasgow and in 1947, when he was 9 years 
old, the family moved to West Bromwich where Lawenceôs father had 
landed a job with West Bromwich Parksô Department.   Lawrence and 
his family lived in the house behind the Refreshment Rooms.    
Lawrenceôs memories of his childhood in the park will be the subject 
of an article in a future newsletter. 

Lawrence and his wife Jill are delighted that the park is to be restored 
and look forward to revisiting in a few years time when the restoration.  

The photograph above shows from left to right, Betty, 

Sue Whitehouse, Jill and Lawrence Stewart, and the 

photograph below shows Betty offering a cup of tea to 

Ivan Walker, who is a very sprightly  90 year old.  

Update from the  
Restoration Project Manager  

Herbert Street Gates were removed on 
Monday 21 September and taken off site to be 
restored.  Fencing has been put in place of the 
gates whilst they are away and they should be 
returned within six weeks. 

War Memorial ð Restoration work  
commenced on the 28 September and will last 
for approximately 3 weeks.  This will mean the 
works will finish two weeks prior to 
Remembrance Sunday and it is proposed to 
leave the scaffolding in place until one week 
before the service and in the final week 
undertake works on the flower beds.   

Japanese Knotweed ð A specialist 
contractor is to be commissioned to come in 
and treat the problem.  This may take several 
treatments. 

Boundaries and Main Avenue  ð 
The preparation works have now been 
completed and went out to tender in 
September. Potential areas have been 
identified where costs can be reduced without 
compromising security.  Any money saved will 
be reinvested into the parks infrastructure, ie 
pavilion, childrenôs play area, etc. 

John Satchwell Junior  

September Quarterly Meeting at The Public 

The meeting was attended by around 70 members who were treated 
to a film show of archive footage featuring Dartmouth Park and West 
Bromwich Town Centre, by Mark Barrett our Social Historian. The 
films brought back happy memories for members, some of whom 
recognised various people, which will be very helpful to Mark who is 
trying to get details of the events and dates recorded in the footage. 
Chris Holloway, from Galton Valley Museum, gave a very interesting 
presentation on the canals in the Black Country, and he also 
displayed two paintings of Dartmouth Park he had been commission-
ed to produce by the Friendsô Committee.  Chris was expecting the 
members to choose just one of the paintings, but it was felt that they 
were both, although very different, great representations of the park 
as it is today, before the restoration.   See below Chrisôs paintings of 
the Duck Pond and the Arboretum.  They will eventually be displayed 
in the new Pavilion.  The meeting was also attended by Margaret 
Foster from Sandwell Landscape Architects who was on hand to 
update members on the proposals for remedial work on trees in the 
park . 

The Committee would like to thank The Public for providing the Long 
Room for our meeting which gave us spectacular views of the sunset 
over West Bromwich and the Black Country beyond. 

Left  Lawrence 
with his father 
when he first 

arrived in West 
Bromwich, and 

right  as a 
teenager with 

his parents and  
grandparents. 


