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A G M 

Thursday 7 April at 7.30pm  

Deaf Resource Centre, Dagger Lane, West Bromwich  

followed by a presentation on Coal Mining in the Sandwell Valley  

by Graham Worton  

(See Annual Report insert)  

The Opening of the Avenue and the unveiling of the 

Drinks Fountain attracts the local community 

Thursday the 17th March was a 'red-letter day' in the 
life of Dartmouth Park when the Avenue was re-
opened and the new Drinks Fountain unveiled. The 
weather was fine and the event attracted a large 
crowd who were delighted with the restoration work 
on the avenue and the replica drinks fountain, based 
on the one originally donated by the 5th Earl of 
Dartmouth. The Mayor, Cllr Pauline Hinton, Cllr 
Anne Shackleton, Cabinet Member for Culture and 
Leisure, and Betty Finney, Friends of Dartmouth 
Park Committee Member, performed the unveiling to 
a huge cheer from the crowd. 

'Blind' Dave Heeley gave a speech about how he 
uses the park every day as part of his 'Top2Toe' 
training and he is delighted that he will, once again, 
be able to enter the park through the main entrance. 

Another VIP at the unveiling was Mrs Pat Brown, 
who is the daughter of Dorothy Porter the little girl 
standing by the original fountain in a photograph 
used to produce an accurate replica.  

A big thank you to Mansell, the contractors for the 
1st Phase, and John R Satchwell, Project Manager 
for the Restoration, for arranging a wonderful event 
to celebrate the completion of the 1st Phase of the 
Restoration. 

More photos of the event on page 2 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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The photograph on the left shows Cllr Dhallu and the Mayor Cllr Pauline Hinton.  The Mayor is wearing the chain given to Alderman 

Reuben Farley by the 5th Earl of Dartmouth.  On the right Friends member, Doreen Lowe, samples the drinking water. 

The original drinking fountain was turned on  

Monday 14 May 1883  

In a newspaper article on the 19 May 1883 it was 
reported that: 

óA very valuable addition has been made to the park 
since last year in the shape of a very handsome 
white Italian marble drinking fountain, which has 
been erected in the main carriageway near the 
refreshment room by Mr Charles R Smith, sculptor of 
London, at a cost of £200.  The cost being defrayed 
by the generous Earl of Dartmouth.   

Built on a landing of Nasby stone laid down by Mr 
Alexander of West Bromwich, the fountain presents a 
very pretty appearance.  Two drinking cups are 
provided and water flows through lionsô heads from a 
marble urn fixed in the centre. 

There was no ceremony the water merely being 
turned on in the morning by the park keeper.ô 

On the left is Dorothy Abell (nee Porter) standing next to the original fountain, and on the right is Pat Brown, Dorothyôs daughter, 

standing next to the replica fountain,  made of sandstone by Cliveden Conservation, which cost £60,000. 

The Avenue comes back to life  

Views of the avenue below showing the new layout, with comfortable benches, sturdy waste bins and lights.  In the mornings it is very 

encouraging to see  the benches being used by people reading their morning paper following a visit to the newsagents, mothers with 

young children taking a stroll down the avenue to the childrenôs play area, joggers filling up their water bottles with the cold water from 

the fountain.  There is something new to see in the evening when the war memorial is illuminated, together with lights along the length 

of the avenue and on the pillars of the Reform Street Gates.   

Queenôs Diamond Jubilee Peopleôs Millions          

The Friends were optimistic when they applied for Ã60K from the Peopleôs Millions fund to build a new bandstand,  and were very 

disappointed to learn that a bandstand didnôt meet the criteria for this fund because it is a permanent structure.  We do not really 

understand the thinking behind their decision, and this wasnôt made clear when we applied. 

However, we havenôt given up on a new bandstand and will continue to work to find a way of making it happen.   
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April Update - Richard Williams, Dartmouth Park Ranger  

Black Country Artist, Luke Perry, is looking at the restoration of the  bell  

that stood in the bell tower of the Refreshment Room in the park  

 Luke  Perry was born and bred in the Black Country and by trade is an industrial artist and traditional metal worker, but is infatuated 
with industrial history and has been a tour guide at the Black Country Museum.   
 

Two years ago he set up his own company, 'Industrial Heritage Stronghold', to champion the region.  Luke has worked on several 

prestigious projects, and as well as looking to restore the bell from the original Refreshment Room in the park, he has been 
commissioned to produce a memorial to Mary Macarthur who led the chain makersô strikes in  Cradley Heath in 1910. 
 
The postcard of the pavilion in Edwardian times shows the bell tower quite clearly, and Alan Phillips, son of park keeper Reg Phillips, 
remembers being allowed to ring the bell when he was a lad.   
 
Luke has identified that the bell is made from recycled gun bronze, so originally the metal in the bell was part of either guns or a gun 
possibly from a battleship. 
 
The Refreshment Room was burned down in 1986 after standing empty for ten years, and the only thing that survived the fire was the 
bell.  However, it was badly damaged and is at the moment split in two.  When it is restored it will be put on display in the new pavilion. 

Once again spring has arrived in the park with a magnificent display of 
daffodils and crocuses whilst the bluebells are on their way in the dell 
woodland.  

Those of you who have visited the park in recent weeks will have noticed a 
professional arboriculture company felling selected trees. Nobody enjoys 
seeing the parkôs trees cut down from around us; they give a sense of real 
character to any green space. However there are a variety of reasons for 
felling the trees that have come down and by taking a closer look you can 
see the treeôs inner secrets. There are some specimens in our park that are 
deemed unhealthy through infection by fungal diseases such as the 
common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) near the lower pool, whilst a 
minor amount in the dell have been removed to prevent overcrowding of the 
mature tree stock. Opening up these small selected areas in the dell gives 
possibility to the establishment of pockets of wild flora to complement the 
bluebell walk, giving all round colour and a boost to local wildlife. 

 The Silver Birch (Betula pendula) located in the vicinity of the play area has now been felled for some weeks and it is within the 
remains of the tree left behind that the extent of decay inside the base and main trunk can be seen. The over-mature specimen had 
reached the latter stages of the treeôs life and the decision to safely take the tree down rather than let nature do the work is purely a 
safety aspect within a busy park.  
 
Finally look out for the new notice boards on the reopened main avenue and the frontage steps of the Sandwell Valley entrances as all 
of my future activities and updates will be posted there. 

The Sandwell Valley Entrance steps are just awaiting the 
installation of a hand rail and the application of a non-slip surface 
before being opened to the public. However, the ramp running at 
the side of the steps will be open for access from the Valley. There 
is a new bench and waste bin situated half way up the ramp. The 
pavilion is growing fast and on target to be completed in the 
autumn. The raised bed for the Sensory Garden, built by Mansell 
free of charge, has now been completed and will be filled with soil 
ready for planting when the Sandwell Visually Impaired group have 
decided on a list of suitable plants for the garden. The Lottery 
Monitor visited the site on the 15 March, and was very pleased with 
the progress so far. The photograph on the left shows the Sandwell 
Valley Entrance. 

Restoration Report - John R Satchwell, Project Manager  
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Sandwell Model Boat Club is based in Dartmouth Park and they sail every 
Sunday morning between 10.00am ï 12.30pm and Wednesday afternoons 
between 2.00pm ï 4.00pm.  You may have seen the Club in action at 
some of the events in the park and valley. 

They would welcome visitors to the park to come and chat to their 
members.  The club has 40 members at present and they are always 
looking for new recruits.  

You can visit their website at: www.gptsmbc.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk  

Sandwell Model Boat Club  

Proposed West Bromwich & Cannock Chase Railway  

For me the most interesting item on the plan is the wording in the bottom right corner which reads: ñProposed West Bromwich & 
Cannock Chase Railwayò. I am sure that not many people realise that if this scheme had gone ahead there would now be a railway 
line running where the Boating Lake is today.   

All such schemes had to be investigated and approved by Parliament before they were allowed to proceed and we know that this 
process had started by the middle of January 1878. A newspaper report from the time described the situation as follows: 

ñWe learn that the leading colliery proprietors of Cannock Chase and the adjoining district of Brownhills, who are to a great 
extent excluded from the coal market of Birmingham owing to the delay in getting their coals carried by the existing railways  
and want of accommodation in the town, have determined to apply to Parliament next session for an Act to make a new line 
to connect their district directly with the Great Western Railway at West Bromwich, with running powers into Birmingham, 
and for the formation of a large coal depot in the north -west part of the town, about three -quarters of a mile from the Town 
Hall. The line will be connected with the mineral railways of Cannock Chase, running thence to Brownhills and near to the 
collieries and brickworks of Walsall Wood, the limeworks of Daw End, through the town of Walsall, and across Sandwell Park 
to the Great Western Railway. It will provide direct railway accommodation between Walsall, West Bromwich, Hockley, and 
Snow Hill; avoiding the delay and inconvenience of changing at Wednesbury, and giving to the inhabitants of Walsall a new, 
independent, and shorter route to Birmingham. The works of construction, we are informed, are of a light nature; the 
gradients easy ï a point of considerable importance in a mineral railway, and the estimated traffic shows a good dividend on 
the capital required. A project of this description offers material advantages to the towns of Birmingham and Walsall and the  
surrounding districts. It merits, and will no doubt receive, the support and assistance of merchants and manufacturers 
locally interested in obtaining the necessary Parliamentary powers.ò 

I hope to have more to report at a later date on the reason why the Bill failed in its passage through Parliament - and left the way clear 
for the later extension of the Park. 

In the February newsletter we included an early plan of 
the Boating and Bathing pools which were added to the 
Park as part of the 1887 extension. This was one of the 
plans of the Park recently uncovered at the Community 
History and Archive Service at Smethwick.  

For this newsletter I am pleased to say we can include 
another of the plans ï this time of the original pool that 
was part of the Park when it first opened in 1887.  The 
pool is of course still there, adjacent to the boating lake, 
and known by many as the Duck Pond. But you will see 
that when the park first opened it was known as the 

ñOrnamental Waterò. 

Embankment ðOn the plan you can see a brown 
coloured area which is described as ñEmbankmentò and 
along each side it says ñAssumed Foot of Embankmentò. 
Unfortunately I havenôt worked out yet what this means. I 
donôt see anything there today that could be described 
as an embankment although the plan suggests that it 
might have been a raised area with the water flowing 
underneath. If anyone can throw any further light I would 
be pleased to hear from you. 

Plan of Ornamental Water - 1878 
Report by Mark Barrett, Social Historian  

Map No. 1612. Date: 1878. By kind permission of Sandwell 
Community History and Archive Service  

http://www.gptsmbc.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/dscf8584_resize.jpg

